SRI PARASARA BHATTA D 69

Goddess Earth is the reflection of that swan. This
lotus-pond known as Srirangaraja is not artificial. It is
cool with sausilya and beautiful with gentle waves of
krpa (grace). This pond is fit to be entered into by
all for ablutions and is the eternal abode of Laksmi.

The Lord is "our very life" {asmad-asavah} and
He is sitting on the siliihasana along with Laksmi and
Bhumi. He is ruling over the entire universe. His great
compassion for all the living beings can be vouchsafed
by His abiding in the hearts of all people. His sauhrda
(friendship) and goodwill are characterised by His
independence (svatantrya} and all these features are
wonderfully suggested by His physical stance from the
feet upto the crown (sl. 64-67).

In another delightful metaphor the poet identifies the
Lord with a beautiful ever-green panJata-ir^ which has
come down to the earth from heaven. Its "fresh youth"
manifests itself in all the ten directions and it forms
the support and abode for the two kalpa- creep ors, namely,
Laksmi and Bhumi. The tree is bent low under the weight
of the fruits in the form of the innumerable boons meant
for the devotees. "May this tree remove my fatigue of
worldly existence," aspires Parasara (sl. 68).

The gentle smile and the charming side-glances which
bring everybody under the benevolent control of the Lord
create the impression on the onlookers that He is speaking
to them. Addressing the people at large the abhayahasta
of Lord Ranganatha seems to imply this idea: "These
hands carrying the conch, mace and the discus bring
you all welfare, and this pair of lotus-feet should be
resorted to by you and it confers upon you prosperity
and safety." The smiling face of the Lord seems to
expound this idea for the benefit of the people (sl. 70).

In another verse Parasara addresses the Lord as